CHAPTER V
THE DREAMER OF DREAMS: 1887-1896
WE have chosen the translation of the " Odyssey " as one of the symptoms of a definite change in the course of William Morris's life. For a few years previously he had given up business and crafts and literature in order to throw himself, with a whole-hearted passion, into the preaching of the creed of Socialism. He very deliberately took up this work of translation as a rest from the turmoil of the political strife. In September 1886 he wrote in a letter to Mr. Bell Scott: " I am of course much moved from pillar to post since I have taken to the pernicious practice of what may be called professional agitation, professional though unpaid, except by general loss of reputation, which, however, is of no importance, and by no means balances on the wrong side the pleasure on the right side of being engaged in an important movement." Then he adds that his work on the " Odyssey " is " very amusing, and a great rest from the other work."
But this was only a straw to show the way of the wind at present; for he was still active with Socialist affairs. In this same month of September he wrote that he had to go to a Fabian Meeting, " where it
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